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PRAYERS AND RESOURCESTFOREASTERTIDE, 2013

INCASTERTIDE

| ord, hear my prayer, fulfill my desire to my good, and to the Praise of Your }1013 name.

(Sarum breviary, AD. 1085)

[Tl‘nc Sarum Brcviarg aPPearcd Prior to the KcFormation of the Cl‘nurch of E_ngland lt consists of several books related to
baptismal, cucharistic and “occasional” Iiturgies and can be traced back to St. Osmund, Bishop of Salisburg. Some of this
material l‘nclpcc{ shape the Pook of Common Fraqcr and thus is still in use toc{ag‘ Bis}‘nop Osmund was a nep}‘ncw of William the

Conqueror, who made him bisl‘nop in1078.)

| ord, fill us, we beseech You, with adoringgratitude to You for all You are for us, to us, and in us; fill us
with love,Jog, peace, and all the fruits of the SPirit

(Christina Rossetti, 18%0-1894)

-+

] say to You, most gracious and loving God, “IHow greatis the abundance of Yourgooclnéss... which you
have Promisecl to thcg that call out to You.” But what are You to those who love You? What to those who
seek to serve You with their whole heart. |n this, esPeciang, You have showed me the sweetness of Your
love, for when | was not, You made me; when | went far astray from You, You brouglﬂt me back again that |
might serve You. Ol’l, nC] might be ablc, atleast fora single clay, to offer You some wor‘thg service! Truly,
You are my Lord, and | am Your servant, bound to serve You with all my might, and this | wish to do;itis my
desire. W}watsoever is wanting in me, ] beg You to supplg it.

(T!nomas Al Kempisj 13580-1471, ac]apted)




Almightg God, who through your only~]:>egotten SOH Jesus Chris’c has overcome cleath, and oPened to us
the gate of cverlasting life: we humblg ask you that, as ]39 your special grace Prevcnting us, you put into our

minds gooc{ desires, so bg your continual helP we may })ring the same to good C)C)Cect; through Jesus Christ

our | ord, who lives and reigns with you and the H019 SPirit, ever one (od, world without end.

(“A Frayemcor [ aster Dag”, in Wi“iam Barclag, Fraqers for the Christian Year, New York,
Harper & Row, 1965, ac{aPtch

+

(5racious and Ioving (5od, you have put immortal Iongings into our hearts, and we thank you for them. For
the ideals which haunt us, for the noble desires which move us to !ong Forgooclness, for the high ambitions
to make life a shining thingJ we thank you. {:orgivc us... for cvergthing that lcccps us from making the ideal
into the real. For the laziness that will not make an e]cmcortJ for the idleness which loves to do no’ching, for the
Procrastination which puts things off until it is too late ever to do them, for the lack of perseverance which
givcs up too casi]g and too soon: Forgive us, O God. Grant to us all that we need to make our l’mopes come
true: s’crength of wi“, steadiness of purpose, abilitg to do, wiHingness to bear, wisdom to see what we ought
to do, courage to begin it ﬁ&elitg to continue it, streng’ch and skill to ComPlete it. And even if we begin and
fail, hclp us to know that it is better to attempt and to fail in some great tlﬂing rather than not to try at all.
So grant us the vision and the power to make the vision into deed; through Jesus Chris’c our | ord.

(William Barclag, ibid., adapt@d)

We bless, Praise and magnhcg You, O (God of our fathers and mothers, for You have led us out of the
shadows of night once more into the light of clag. Bccausc of Your loving kirxdnessJ we call to You: be

merciful to our misdeeds, accept our prayers in the fullness of Your compassion, for You are our rcFugc
from one generation to another O merciful and almighty Gocl. Sugcr the true Sun of Your rigl’]tcousncss
to shine in our hear’cs, en]ighten our reason and Purhcy our senses, so that we may walk }'\onestlg as in the c’ag
in the way of Your commandmcnts, and reach at last eternal lhce, where we shall rejoicc in Your inaccessible

life. For You are the Mountain of Lhce and in Your ]ight shall we see !ight

(Greck Clﬂurcl—\, adaptecl)




E_ternal God of life and new ]hce, our hearts thrill at the message of this holg day. Christ has risen from the
dead! T he strengtl'\ of your great love has been made known in the miracle of resurrection. We pray, O
(5od, that as you quickenecl the hearts of those who first encountered the risen Christ, 50 you would
enliven our sPirits as we worship you toc{ag‘ I:l“ us with pure and holyjog as we sing your Praises. Through
the inspiration oFgour Word reawaken within us a deep 5carning to be faithful to you and to your loving
ways. We pray with hearts rejoicing in the resurrected Christ.

(Jennhcer . Dawsonin Oratio: A Pook of Fraqers forthe (hurch Year and for Special Occasions,
Frederick R. T rost, editor, Minﬂeapohs, Kirk House Fublislﬂers, 2000)

Almighty (God, we give thanks that you have led us beyond pain and death into the lisht and life of a new
&ty g Y Y p ot

dag. Bg the power oFgour l‘roly Word come into our very midst. Help us to overcome our fears and doubts
so we migh’c know your ]oving presence in this P]ace. (arant us the grace to be]ieve, even t}‘aough we have not

seen, and insPire us to share your peace with all the world. ln the sPirit of the ]iving Christ) we pray.

Ue]cmcrey Suclclendorp, 1bld>

O C!ﬁrist, you are continua”g worslﬁiPPe(J in heaven and on car’clﬁ, in all times and at all hours; you are
Paticnce, compassion and mercy; you love the riglﬂtéous, you have mercy on sinners, and you callus all to
5a|vation, Promising us all tlﬂings to come: receive our prayer... and make our life conform to your will.
Sancthcﬁ our souls and our boclies, order our thoughts, and give us victorﬂ in all trials and sadness. Frotect

us and bless us so that we may come to unity of faith and know]sdgc o{:gourg]ory, goryou live and reign,

with the [Tather and the rﬂolg SPirit, God now and forever.

(Taizé Community, Francc)




O Christ, you ascended in g]or9 on the Mount of Olives in the presence oxcgour disciples. O you who
penetrate all ’chings with your divini’cg, you were enthroned at the rigl‘xt hand oFgour [Father and sent down
upon your c{isciP]es the Ho]g SPirit who cnlightens, s’crengthcns and saves our souls.

C\/espcrs of Ascension, Orthodox)

[ aster Dag: (John 20:1-9)

[How can | recount for you these hidden realities or Proc!aim what goes bcgonc} any word or concept? [How
can] Iag open before you the mystery of the | ord’s resurrection, the saving sign of his cross and of his
three%ﬂag’s death? For cach and every event that happenecl to our Savior is an outward sign of the
mystery of our rcdcmption... And so,Just as | cannot Fu“g express his birth in words, neither can | w]*xo“g
encompass his going forth from the tomb...

(Jol‘m C)‘wrysostom, [e247-407], in the Ancient Chrfstian Commcntarq on Scripturc, NT, Vb,
Thomas (. Oden, General [ ditor, Downers Grove, |llinois, |V, 2007)

[ aster Day: Uohn 20:1 ~9)

Hidclcn first in a womb of Heslﬁ, he sanctified human birth }39 his own birth. r—]iddcn afterward in the womb
of the ear‘ch, he gave life to the dead by his resurrection. chxcering, Pain and sighs have now fled away. For
who has known the mind of Gocl, or who has been his counselor if not the \Word made flesh who was nailed
to the cross, who rose from the dead and who was taken up into heaven? This dag brings a message o{:jogz
it is the clag of the | ord’s resurrection when, with himsel?, he raised up the race of Adam. Bom for the sake
of human beings, he rose from the dead with them. On this clag, Paradise is oPenecl by the risen one. Adam

is restored to life and veis consoled. On this dag the divine callis l’leard, the kingdom is Preparec{, we are
saved and (Christ is adored...

(Hcsgchius oFJerusalcm, l]:)lCl)
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E_aster Day: (Luke 24:1-~1 Z)

Thc women came to the scPulcher, and when they could not find the boclg of Cl’]ristﬁpor he had risenﬁthcg
were quite Perp]exed‘ And what followed? I:or the sake of their love and zeal for Christ, theﬂ were
counted worthg of seeing l’molg angcls who then told them ’chejowcu] news as the heralds of the resurrection,
saying, “Wlﬂy do you seek the Iiving among the dead? [Je is not herc, but is risent” The Word of (Hod ever
lives and by his own nature is life. Yet, when he humbled and emptied himsehc, submitting to be made like us,
he tasted death. But this Provcd to be the death of clcatl'\, for he rose from the dead to be the way bg
which not so much he himself but rather we could return to incorruption. | et no one seek among, the dead
him who ever lives. But if he is not here, with mor‘talitg and in the tomb, where thenis he? O})viouslg, in

heaven and in godlikc g]org.

(Cyri] of Alexandria, [c§ 80-444] in The Ancient Chris’cian Commentarq on Scripture, NT ”],
Thomas C Odcn, (General I:_clitor, Downers (arove, ”linois, ]\/F, ZOO})

Eastcr Dag: (Luke 24:1~1 2.)

Do you see that theﬂ Clearb understood notHing about the resurrection? The Evangelist Pointe& out this
very tlﬂing, when he 5aid, “«As yet thcy did not know the Scripturc, that he must rise from the dead.” |n
addition to their failure to understand this, thcy were in much decper ignorance about other thirxgs, such as
the kingclom of heaven, that we are chosen as the first Fruits, and his ascension into heaven. Theg were still
confined to the grouncl and not yet able to ﬂy Suclﬂ was the unclcrstanc{ing tl’leg had. Tl’ley cxpccted that
the kingdom would come to him immcc{iatclg in _Jerusalem because thcg had no bettergrasp of what the
king&om of heaven rea”y is. Another Evarxgelis’c hinted at this when he said that they thought ofitasa
human kilwgclom. Theg were cxPccting him to enter into it but not to goto the cross and death. I ven
tlﬂouglﬂ thcy had heard it ten thousand times, tl’leg could not c!car]g understand.

Uol‘m Cl’lrgsostom, lbch
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Resurrection:

When Christ was born as a human babg, he ensured that he would die, because death is somcthing that
comes to every human being. But because Jesus (Christ was who”g (God as well as who”g human, he rose
from the grave, to the astonishment not onlg of the Roman overlords and the Powchul Jews in the
Sanhec{rin, but to the astonishment of all those who had been with him during his ear’cHy life. Tl’]c
Kesurrcction, too, is begond the realm of fact... and bursts into the realm of love, of ’crutlﬁ, forin Jcsus, truth

and love are one and the same.

(Made]eine K Eng]e, Glimpses of (srace: Dailq Thoughts and ReﬂectionsJ
San [Trancisco, Harpcho”ins, 1996)

The Mcaning of [~ aster:

[ aster? Our vision falls more onto the clﬁing than onto the death. How we cope with dying is more
important to us than how we conquer death. To cope with dging does not yet mean to cope with death.
The surmounting of clging is within the reach of human Possibilitics, the surmounting of death means
resurrection. Not from the art of dying but from the resurrection of (Christ can a new, Purimcging wind blow
into the present world. l]C a few human bcings would rea”g believe this and would let themselves be moved }39
this in their earthlg belﬁavior, much would clﬁarxge. To live from resurrection—that indeed is the meaning of

Ea ster.

(Dietrich Bonl’xocger, (i 906-1 94"5), Thc qutcrq of [” aster,
New York, Crossroacl, 1997)

Tl’]e Secret of E_aster:

T he secret of |~ aster, on which something must be said... can in its substance be none other than that of
(Hood f:ric;ag-—which again is that of (Christmas. | hereis only one secret of (Christian faith: (God and man
in their Community througlﬁ God’s free grace. What in Particular makes... this one secret the mystery of

[~ asteris, to put it in the simp]est way, this: that all that we have recognized as the mystery of (Good Friday

is, as God’s dccree, will and cleecl, true and valid. ...one cannot understand the Cross otherwise than from
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[is resurrection. A” that in the crucifixion of Christ was done bg (Godina hidden way is by the
resurrection set in the light and put into force. [fwhat lﬁappened there is not hidden from us, then that is
because Christ is risen. Because Chris’c is risen,... because (God goes His way in the ]ncarna’cion of [His
Word riglﬁt to the end and because this end of [is way means a new beginning for this ]qCSl’l, i.e. forthe
human existence and clcsting that (God made [is own in Jcsus Christ.‘. [f this new bcginning is manifest to
us, then the signixcicance also of the bcginning of that way right up to the sePultus is }33 no means hidden.
Thc resurrection... says to us that this is true and therefore true for us, that it is for us that (God has gone

this way in [is Son...

(Karl Bar’ch, (i 886-1 968), in Creclo, New York, Cl’]arles Scribner’s SOHS, | 962)

T he Resurrection is to | _ife:

The churches Iouc”g assert: we Preach Christ crucified! But inso cloing, theg Preach only half of the
Passion, and do only half their cluty. The creed says: “IHe was cruci]cieclj died, and was buried... the third
dag he rose again from the dead.” And again «| believe in the resurrection of the boclg,” so that to Prcach
Christ crucified is to Preach half the truth.” ]t is the business of the Church to Preach Christ born among
(us) which is Christmas, (Christ crucified which is (Good Fridag, and (Christ risen which is [~ aster. And
after [~ aster, itil November and A” Saints, and 'til Annunciation, the year bclongs to the risen Lorcl: that
is all the full )qowering summer and the autumn of wheat and fruit. A” belong to Chris’c risen... The
resurrection is to ]i{:e, not to death. Can ] not then walk this earth in glaclness being risen from sorrow? ls
the flesh that was crucified become as Poison to the crowds in the street, oris it a strong blossoming out of

the earth’s humus?

(D . | awrence in| istento | ove: Rcﬂections on the Seasons of the Year,
New Yor‘(, Régina Fress, 1975)

Doxo]ogy:

Words sPokcn in formal and set patterns of Praisc glori?y God. Fraising or wors}'\iping (God is not however
accomplishec] onlg in the assemblg, not onlg in presct patterns of prayer. |nthe New | estament, followers
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of Christ are erjoined to give glorg to (God not on]y in prayer but with their whole lives. There is the
irjunction in 1 Cor. 10:31 that whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, we are to “do all to the g]org of
(God Just as all of creation g]orhcies (God simPly by being what it is, humanitg is called to glorhcg (God by
sPeaking and living in constant than‘(sgiving. | ives of holiness, of service and ]oving sacrhcicq also
Par’cicipatc in the structure of doxologg... (as) we are told in i Fetcr 4:9-11.. Evcrgtlﬁing that promotes
fullness of humanitg, that builds up relationships based on charitg and comPassion, glorhcies (hod...

(C atherine Mowry LaCugnaJ (God for (Js: The T rinity & Christian | ife,
San [Trancisco, HarperCo”ins, 1992)

The th’c of Feace:

| et us thank (God for (the) giFt of peace, that reminds us that we have been created to live that peace, and
that Jesus became man to bring that gooc{ news to the poor. The gooc{ news was peace to all ofzgoocl wi“,
and thisis something that we all want—peace of heart... Christ died on the (ross to show that greater love.
[He died for you and for me and for that lcpcr, and for (the one) dfjing of hungcr, and for that naked person

lying in the streets, not only of Calcutta, but of A]Crica and New York, Lonclon and Oslo. He insisted
that we love one another, as He loves each of us. \/\/e read that in the Gospel...

(Mothcr Teresa in Blessed Are You: Mother Teresa and the BeatitudesJ
eds. Eileen Egan and Katlﬁleen Egan, OSB,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, Servant Fu})]ications, i 992)

f:or the Lovc of Gocl:

thre are you, cl’rilclreﬂ, to tell me about your togs,
Pocts to tell me about your dreams,

madmen to tell me about 5our1crenzies,

sick People to tell me about your sugerings,

the happg, the unhappy, the saints and the sinners,
the young and the agec!) the dead and the living,

believers, unbelievers, men and women and angcls,
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animals and Plants, all you creatures of all worlds?

Wretched me, nC] were to go up to (God’s altar alone!

(Dom Helder Camara, A T housand Reasons for | iving, Fhiladelphia, Fortress Fress, 1981)

“The way of peace, tlﬂeg knew not...”

Uesus Clﬂrist is) the on]9 real deliverer from all s]averg of soul and bodg Uo}m 8:32-3% 6). For “the way of
peace thcy knew not” at a”, who about the kings of the eartlﬂ, instead of a sccpter, have gathercc{ spears,
sworcls, whecls, ha]ters, Crosses, games, and heaclsmen, SO making them rather to be feared than loved. ]s
this what was tauglﬂt be the best of Tcaclﬂcrs? Doe this Procccd from the tcachings of Him who
commended to [is followers nauglﬂt but lovc, and agection, and mutual hclp?

Uohn Amos (omenius, (1592-1 670) in Jaroslav Fclikan’s, Jesus Tkroug;h the (Centuries: His Flace in
the Historq OF C ulture, New [Haven, Yale Universitg Press, 1985)

Uohannes Amos (Comenius was a Moravian bisl—]op. [He began universitg studies at the age of sixteen. e exPerienced the
swq:crings of the T}’xirtg Years’ Waras a pastor. |n 1624, he was driven from his Pulpit, as were many of his Evangelical
co”eagues, sPending the next three years ministering to the broken and the hounded, eventua”9 ﬂeeing to Poland. | ater, he fled
from Foland to Ho”and where he continued to care for scattered Frotestant re]Cugees. Comenius comPosecl a Fsalter in 1626,
written in verse form and in 1659, he authored a new edition of the l’igmnal used bg those among whom he served. [e was known

and honored as a true “servant of the Word.”)

A Statement bg Bisl—]op T utu:

“No nation should own nuclear arms — not ran, not North Korea, and not their critics who take the mora

high grouné.”

“We cannot intimidate others into bchaving well when we ourselves are misbehaving. th thatis Precise]g
what nations armed with nuclear weapons }'xopc to do bg censuring Nor’ch Korea forits nuclear tests and

souncling alarm bells over lran’s Pursuit of enriched uranium. Accorcling to their ]ogic, a select few nations
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can ensure the security of all by having the caPacity to destrog all. (ntil we overcome this double-standard;
until we accept that nuclear weapons are abhorrent and a grave clangcr no matter who possesses them, that
tlﬁreatening acity with radioactive incineration is intolerable no matter the nationalitg or rcligion of its
inhabitants — we are unlike!g to make meaningﬁu] progress in ha]ting) the sPread of these monstrous devices,

let alone banishing them from national arsenals.

“Whg, for instance, would a Prolhcerating state pay heed to the exhortations of the US and Russia, which
retain thousands of their nuclear warheads on l‘xigh alert? [How can Britain, [France and (China expecta
hearing on non~Prothera’cion while tlﬂeg squander billions modcrnizing their nuclear forces? \What standing
has ]srael to urge ]ran not to acquirc the bomb when it harbours its own atomic arsenal? ..‘Nuclcar weapons

are still seen as !cgitimatc in the hands of some. | his must clﬂange...”

(Desmoncl Tutu, Guara’/an UK, March, 201 5)

Aboiishment:

As few as one-hundred nuclear weapons on cach side, half of one percent of the current arsenals, could
devastate the (].5. and the (USSR begoncl any historical experience and Perhaps beyoncl recovery as

industrial societies. To end the clangcr of nuclear war the nations must not mcrelg freeze nuclear weapons

but abolish them.
(Randa” T:orsberg, 5C/é/7t/3[/t/4mcri'can, Novembcrj 1982)

Sunrags of r"’]ope:

The end of further cxperiments with atom bombs would be like the earlg sunrays of hope which squcering
humanitg is ]onging for.

(A]ber’c Sclnweitzer (] 875~1 965) in Jearme Larson and Mac]ge Mic]—\cel&c\grus’, Sccds of Feace,
Fhi]adelphia, New Societg Publishers, 1986)

-+
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You are invited to refer to the Congessing Christ website at the Fo”owing address: http://comcessingchrist.net

Comcessing (Christ materials are bcing Prepare& at the Mission House (enter, Lakc]ancl Conegc‘ T hose no Ionger wishing to
receive materials or those with address changes should contact Co”een Darling, Lakeland Co”ege, FO Pox %59,
5}76})09gan, W] 5%082-0%59, bg e-mail darlingca@]akc]anc{.edu or 133 ca”ing 920-565-1538.

“}:or no one can lay foundation other than the one that has been laid: that foundation is Jcsus Christ.”

(1 Cor.%:11,NRSV)



http://confessingchrist.net/
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