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“For (God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation throug}w our Lord Jesus

Chris’c, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or as]eeP we may live with him.
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“}ail to thee, [Testival Dag!”

Haﬂ to thec, Festiva] Day! Biest clag that is hallowed gorever; Day wherein (God clestroyecl he”, rising,
again from the dead.

[e who was nailed to the Cross is God and the Ru!cr of all things; A” tl‘ﬁngs created on earth worship
the Maker of all.

Gocl of all Pitﬂ and power, let Your word be assured to the doubting; Ligl’xt on the third dag returns; rise,
Son of God, from the tomb.

]“ does it seem that Your limbs should !ingcr in ]ow]y clishonor, Kansom and Pricc of the worlcl, veiled from

our vision.

]“ does it seem that You, by whose hand all things are encomPassed, Captive and bound should remain,
deeP in the gloom of the rock.

Kise now, O Lord, from the grave and cast off the shroud that enwraPPeci You; You are sufficient for
us: notl—ving exists without You.




Mouming theg laid You to rest, You who are the Author of life and creation; Trcading the Pathwag of
death, life You have bestowed on us.

Show us Youmcace once more, that all times may exult in Your brightncss; Gaive us the ]ight of clag,
darkened on earth at Your death.

Out of the Prison of death You are rcscuing numberless caPtives; Free]g theg tread in the way where
their Maker has gone.

Jesus has harrowed he”; he has led caPtivitg caPtive: Darkness and chaos... flee from the face of the
light

(Easter Frocessional, Westem Kite, \Venantius Fortunatus)

[Venantius [T ortunatus, Bishop of Poitiers and poet, was born in UPPer lt319 around the year525. [He died at Poitiers ear13
in the seventh century AD. Gregory of Tours encouraged him to publish his poems, many of which were composed for
sPeciaI occasions. Some of his poetry was set in hgmnoc{fj, such as <] he Kogal Banners Forward (Go” and T he (God
whom [ arth and Sea and Sk\zj,” translated from | atin into English 133 John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, who also translated
the 12 century |_atin hymn “O come, O come, | mmanuel.”]

A Fraycr for E_aster Day:

Almightg Gocl, who through Your only~begot’cen Son Jesus Christ has overcome cleath, and opened
to us the gate of cvctr]asting life: We humbly ask You, that as bg Yourgracc You put into our minds
good dcsires, 50 }DH Your continual hc]P we may bring the same to good egect; through Jcsus Cl’xrist our
| ord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one (od, world without end.

(“Boo‘c of Common Frayer,” ac{a[:)t.>




A Frager in E_aster‘tic{e:

ord Jesus rist, o rose victorious from the tomb,... opening to us the gates to everlasting lite:
Ol ord Christ, Wh ictorious from the tomb ing t the sates t lasting lif
Receive, we pray, our adoration and Praise for this victorg which You have obtained for us, and grant
that we may a!wags follow You the way, hold fast to You the trutlﬂ, and live now and eterna”y in You the
life, who with the [Tather and the f“lolg Spirit, lives and reigns, ever One (God, world without end.

(Farish School Hgmnal>

“Te Deum Laudamus”:

We Praise you, O (Hod.

We acknowledge you to be the Lord.
A“ the earth worships you,

The Fat%er ever]asting.

To you all Angels cry aloud;
Tlﬂc [eavens and all the Fowers therein.

To you (Cherubin and Seraphin con’cinua”g do cry,
‘Holg, Ho!g, Ho]g, [ ord (God of Sabaoth;
r—]cavcn and earth are full of the Majestg oFyourg]org.’
The glorious company of the Apos’cles Praise you.
The gooc”g Fe“owship of the Frophets Praise you.
T he noble army of Martyrs Praisc you.
The holg Church throughout all the world acimowleclges you.

And we worshiP your name ever world without end.

(“«Canticle of St. Ambrose and St. Augustine"’ Accorc{ing to an old |egend, when Augustine was baptizecl }33 Ambrose,
the canticle was sung antiphonaug }.)3 the two saints. |tis believed bg some scholars to date earlier than the mid sixth centurg.)




A Frager forthe World:

O God, we thank you for this universe, our great home; for its vastness and its riches, and for the
abundance of life which teems upon it and of which we are part. We Praise you for the arching sky and
the blessed winds, for the driving clouds and the constellations on high. We Praisc you for the salt sea
and the running water, forthe everlasting hills, for the trees, and for the grass under our feet. We thank
you for our senses bg which we can see the sP]endor of the morning, and hear thejubilant songs of love,
and smell the breath of the sPringtime. (Grant us, we pray, a heart wide open to all thisjog and bcauty,
and save our souls from being 50 steepcd in care or so darkened ]39 Passion that we pass heedless and
unseeing when even the thorn bush }33 the road is aflame with 3ourglorg. En]arge within us the sense of
geiiowship with all ]iving things; the little ones and least to whom you have given this earth as their home in
common with us. \We remember with shame that in the past we have exercised our high dominion with
ruthless crueltg) so that the voice of the Ear‘ch, which should have gone up to you in song, has been
groaning in travail... When our presence in this world is over and we make room for others, grant that we
not leave angthing ravished bg ourgrecd or sPoi]cd bg our ignorance, but entrust our common hcritage

sweeter tlﬂrough our use of it, undiminished in Fcrtilitg andjog...

(Walter Rauschenbusch, 1861-1913, adapt.)

A Moming Fraycr:

We give you heartg thanks, O (God, for the rest of the past night and for the gi{:’c of a new clay with its
oPPor‘tunities of P]Casing you. Girant that we so pass its hours in the Per‘Fcct freedom oFgour service,
that at eventide we may again gjve thanks to you; through Jcsus (Christ our | ord.

(Daybreak Ogicc of the [~ astern Churcfﬂ, third ccnturg)
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An Evening Frayer:

Watch, dear | ord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and give your angeis c}‘nargc over
those who slcep. T end your sick ones, (O | ord Christ; rest your weary ones, bless your c{ging ones.

Soothe your suﬁcering ones, shield 3ourjogous ones, and all for your love’s sake.

(5’:. Augustine, 354-430)

The Women and the Emp’cy Tomb:

The women came to the sepulcher, and when theg could not find the bodg of Chris’c—ﬂcor he had risen—
theg were quite Perp]exed. Ancl what followed? f:or the sake of their love and zeal for Christ, ’chey were
counted worthg of seeing 1’10]9 angcls who then told them thejog?u! news as the heralds of the
resurrection, saying, “Wlﬂg do you seck the ]iving among the dead? [Jeis not here, butis risen?” | he
Word of (God ever lives and by his own nature is life. Yet, when he humbled and cmPtiecl himselmc,
submittmg to be made like us, he tasted death. PBut this Proved to be the death of dcath, forhe rose
from the dead to be the way bg which not so much he himself bur rather we could return to incorruption.
Le’c no one seek among the dead him who everlives. But if he is not here, with mortalitg and in the ’comb,
where thenis he? Obviouslg, in heaven and in goc”ikc glorg.”

(Cﬂril of Alexandria, “Commentary on | _uke,” Cl’laptcr 24 in “Ancient (hristian Commcntar5 on Scripture,” New
T estament ||], edited }35 Arthur A. Just, \)r., Downers (Grove, Jllinois, lnter\/arsity Press, 200%3)

Tl’lC Mcaming of the [~ aster Mcssage:

Tl’le meaning of the [~ aster message is: God is death’s cleath, Gocl !ives, and also Cl’lrist lives, death
could not hold him against the suPerior power of God‘.. Certainly we assume the grave was empty. But
onlg one thing is impor’cant: (God has declared himself to (Christ and has touched him with his eternal life.
Now Christ lives because God lives and because Gocl’s love lives. That is enough forus. We can
brood over the how.’ We cannot change the ‘that. But if God lives, then so too love livcs, in spite of
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the cross—then we don’t live in sin, then (God has indeed Forgiven us. He has declared himself to Jesus,
but Jesus has declared himself to us. ]FJesus lives then our faith gains new meaning,.. Ach of (God to
guil’cﬁ l’]umanitgJ a new meaning forall our doing-that is | aster. Not being deserted ]33 (God—but being
full of (5od, not humans and their titanic vic’corg overgoclhood, but (5od and his mighty victor9 over
humankind, over death and sin and indignation—that is [ aster.

(Dietrich Bonlﬂoeger in “The Mysterg of [” aster,” New York,
The Crossroac{ Fublishing Compang, 1997)

Tl’lc Road to E_mmaus:

Ah yes, brothers and sisters,... where did the | ord wish to be recognizecl? ]n the brea‘(ing of bread.
We're all rig]*xt, nothing to worry about—we break bread, and we recognize the | ord. |t was for our sake
that he didn’t want to be recognizcd anyw]ﬂcrc but there. So iFgou’rc a believer, any oFgou, hcyou’re not
called a Christian for nothing, i)cyou dor’t come to church Pointlcsslﬂ, hcgou listen to the Worcl of Gocl
in fear and hope, you may take comfort in the breaking of bread. The| ord’s absence is not absence.
[Have Faitlﬂ, and the one you cannot see is with you. Thosc two, even when the Lord was ta”dng to tlﬂem,
did not have faith because they didr’t believe he had risen. Nor did tlweg have any hoPe that he could
rise again. Tlﬂcy had lost Faitlﬂ, lost l’IOPC. Tl’mcg were wa“dng along, déad, with Christ alive. They were
wa”(ing along, c{cad, with life itself. Lhcc was walking a]ong with tl’lém, but in their hearts life had not yet
been restored...

HC had foretold it aH) but his death had erased it from their memories...”

(Ausustine, Sermon 2%5, 1-3, in “Ancient Christian Commentar on Scri ture,”
g Y P
New | estament l”, edited }35 Artlﬁur Al Just, Jr., Downers Grove, ]Hinois,
]nter\/arsit9 Frcss, 2005)
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Baptism, E_tlﬁics, and | rinitarian leeologgz

Baptism is incorporation into (Christ l)g the power of the Spiritj and therefore entry into covenant with
(5od and with each other. l’c is an eschatological giict, a foretaste of the true destinu of all creation, a
Promise of what it is like to live in the l<ingclom of God. |ts fruits, however, are realized onlg imPeriCectlg in
the course of human l'iistorg. T he ethical implications of ljaptism have alwags been acl<nowleclgecl.
Frevious patterns of relationsl*iip are to be re~conxCigurecl. Unitg in Clirist and the SPirit transcends the
dictates and unHreedoms of cul{:ureJ ignorance, Prejuclice and intolerance (Cic Col. %:5~1 ]). Tlﬁe
conferral of (God’s name upon us should signal the end of an iclentitg determined (alone) ljy gencler,
na’cionalitg, race, et. al., and the ljeginning of new identitﬂ in the ekklesia or Bocly of Clwist. Baptism
into the name of “the Fatl‘ier, and the Son, and the Holy SPirit,” means incorPoration into the power
and essence of (God, into the l’iistorg and story of GGod... Living “in the name of” someone else or laeing
blessed into another’s name, means lJeing incorPoratecl into their Personal l‘iistorg. To take on and live in
the name of (od is bold and radical. Througl‘i lJaPtism we surrender ourselves to transformation ljﬁ a
Personal power which Promises to restore in us the cliSiCigurecl image of (God. The clisligurement is
Personal as well as collective; as much as we are to become a “new creation” in (Christ, so too is the

communitg of Cl1rist to acquire anew ProFile, one in which “Cl‘iris’c is all, and in all” (Col. 3.10).

T rinitarian tl'ieologg is especially l1elpicul in tl'iinl<ing about the nature of (God into whose life and
Personal iclentit3 we are engralte(l; (Hod is not a static and imPersonal “]COT’C€”, but Prolounclly relational,
clynamic, ecstatic, PassionateJ fecund. God is alive as communion. Gocl’s tri—Personal realitg is
characterized l)g the mutuality of Pencect selic~giving and selic—recei\/ingJ and lag the freedom which derives
from lJeing sacriicicial) inclusive, comPassionate love. Neitl'ier Unitarian nor functional language about
(God (e.g., Creator~Kecleemer~5ustainer) aclequately Provi(les forthe raclicall9 Personal and relational
character of Gocl as God. T rinitarian theologg, in contrast, asserts that it is the essence or substance
of Goo to be relational...”

(Catlﬂerine Mowrg LaCugna in “E_cumenical Trencls,” Gragmoor Ecumenical lnstitute,
Vol. 17, No. 5, May 1988)
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John W. Nevin, Baptism and Comcirmation:

(Confirmation for Nevin is “the proper end” of Baptism and not something new. |t would appear that
Con{:irmation Provides the way }39 which catechumens give an account to the congregation of their
aPProPriation of Baptism, while the congregation accounts to itself in rcgard toits religious and ethical
Productiveness in the nurture of the young, T he life of the whole congregation, and indeed the life of
the whole CI’IUFC!"I, is involved in all of this. [Jere the unclerstanding of the Church comes to the fore with
power. Baptism is not a matter of an individual decision. |tis essential to the unclers’cancling of the life
and witness of the (Christian (Church. |t means that those who are the recipients of GGod’s grace in
Baptism put on C}m’s‘c and become members of the visible Church. Theﬂ become visible in their witness
to... the GosPe]. Theg understand themselves to be Christ’s own PcoPle who, bg the grace and mercy
of (God, have received the Promisc and assurance that their sinful lives have been redeemed 139 reason of

Christ’s act and the power of the Ho]g Spirit working in them...

(Sheldon . Mackeg in “Baptism According to Mercersburg,” an address given to the f)ibhca|~Theo|ogica|~Liturgical
Fe”ows}‘nip in the Unitcd Church of Christin 1978. A limited number of copics of this paper are available bg writing to this
address: Fredericktrost@qahoo.com)

Baptism and Mcmbcrship of the Church:

“Therc is a Psgclﬂologica] aspect of the Prob]cm here which is too often disrcgarclcd. 5aptism and
mémbcrship of the Church is made too casy when it demands nothing on the part of the rcciPicnt.
Ferhaps there is no Psgc%ologica] need as cleeP in the western world as the need for commitment, the
desire to find something worth the sacrifice of life and heart... This raises the imPortant ques’cions of the
nature and mode of }Japtismal confirmation—if the Baptism that an individual has undcrgonc as an infant
is to be confirmed, should it be confirmed in an action which conveys the terms of the Baptism? At the
Point, the Point of commitment, the New | estament meaning of membersl—wip in the Church should surely
be conveyecl sacramcnta”g }33 going down oneself into the waters and exPeriencing what it means as a
baptized convert to be buried with (Christ and raised with him into newness of life. A similar case could
be made for actualizirxg the sacramental ghct of the Holg 5Pirit bg Laging on of [1ands. Are our
sacramental actions, (i.e. or ConFirmation) big enough to Proclaim the meaning of Baptism?” (oc Kobcr’c

Faul, “Tl’lc Atoncment and the Sacraments,” Grand RaPic{s, Wm. B E_crclmans, | 960).
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] suggest that if we were to take our confirmation Practices with this kind of baPtismal seriousness, we
migl’x’c goa !ong way to meeting the major Problcm of the different modes that still divides Protestantism,
and which is still an issue between ourselves and (other) churches... At least we would be ogcring
ourselves as an ecumenical Poin’cer to the way in which this issue might be breached. And if our mission

does not include ecumenical witness as one of its Primarg goals, | have yetto understand what our

(reason for bcing) is.

(Robert Faul in “Baptism and Mission,” an address given to the BiblicaLTheologicaI—Liturgica| Fe”owship in the Urxitecl
Church of Christin 1 978. A few coPies of this paper are available }33
writing to the Fo”owing address: fredericktrost@yahoo.com)

“Angthing New in [salm 2377

Fsalm 2%—who would think one would find anything new there? ] was sitting in chapel and ] heard the
reader say, “Though | walk tlﬂrouglﬂ the va”cg of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil..” | ook at that
Phrase. You walk tlﬂrough the va”cg of the SHADOW of death—not the va”cg of death. TI’IC va”eg
of death is constituted by the moment of death itself:, but for all of life one walks t%rough a va”eg over
which the Sr‘]ADOW of death moves. One moves toward death. That is notjust rhetoric. “Walk
tlﬂrouglﬂ the va”cg of the shadow” says that we live toward nonliving; we move toward nonbcing. We move
every (Jag toward the moment when we shall not move at all. The whole of life is a va“cg under the

shadow of dcath, and the only way to celebrate the gravity of life is to know that.

Uoseph Al Sit’cler in “Grace Notes and other Fragmcnts,” Flﬁiladelphia, For’cress Fress, 198 l)

“No Ot}'xer Foundation...”

As | review (mg) Pilgrimage from the time of my ordination to the present, | am inclined to say that
continuitg rather than charxge is the dominant characteristic. W}'\atevcr change may have occurred is little

more than a graclua] shift from a culture-oriented to a Pible-centered tl'leo]ogy. Scripture as revelation
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is the focal Poin’c of my theologica! stance; also its fulcrum for wrest!ing with theo]ogical and ethical

issues.

“T he foundation for my Bible-centered stance was laid bg virtue ofgrowing up in the evangc]ical
tradition. | ater, it may have been aided and abetted bg a chance remark of a Facu]tg co”caguc at the
seminary. [Tis exact words | have Forgottenj but the substance was this: ‘|f what you write and say is
Firmlg rooted in Scripture and suPPor'tcd bg Scripture, you need not worry what People think or say.’
Those words served me we”, when, Figurativelg sPeaking, l was getting my feet wet in the unfamiliar
waters of the thco]ogica] cnterprise. As | review the Passing years, | am moved to say, that 5cripture
has suPPIiecl the ‘meat’ of my teaching and Preaching ministry. What is equa“g imPor’cant is the Fact, that
it has also Proviclecl a firm foundation on which to stand and a Point of reference from which to evaluate
the changing thco]ogical systems that come and £o... In Sc:ripture, the (Church finds its message and its

marching orders...”

(Frederick Schroeder, former President of | den Theologica! Seminary, in an essay entitled “T he Revealed and Revea!ing
Word in Scripturc‘” |n a cover letter dated M39 19,1981, Dr. Schrocclcr Pointcd to this essay and said: “As a sPiritual
descendant of Lutlﬁer I say: “}—‘lere ] stand.”)

“A Glimpse of the [Heart of (God”

FOPC John XX”] (Angs]o Giuseppc Ronca”i) was a smi]ing barrel of an old man whose eyes watered
both with mirth and with love. [e roamed around the \atican Iooking for all the world like a country
pastor in town for the dag and out of Place in the halls of pomp and power. [He had clearly become pope
atan age too late to be impressed with it. Norwere Pcople all that impressecl with him. e was defined
as “aninterim Pope,” a colorless old man who would have a short and ineffectual reign between what
would surelﬁ be two ]orxg ones. The most a baffled world could hope was that he would at best be
someone who would be a bridge between the twcntgyear papacy of Fius X” and an cqua“g stable
administration of whoever would come next, once the world caught its breath and was reaclg to elect a
real pope again. |t was to be a different kind of papacy from what the world had known. \What Peoplc

failed to understand, Per}"aps, was that Ronca”i was a difference kind of man as well.
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Ronca”i was bornin 1881 ; he was made pope in 1958 at the age of seventy-seven... Bg 1958
secularism, the shift of the center of society away from tl‘xings sacred to things wor]d[g, was a given. The
scientific method of data and PromcJ expcrimentation and certainty, had cast great question marks on the
realms of thco[ogg‘ A technological era that every clay brought threat to the life of the entire P]anet was
having a hcgdag. [n the midst of so much science and secularism, churches had not become a nuisance to
society; they had become irrelevant to it... |deas about the universe and obedience and truth were in flux,
doctrine was in qucs’cion; old ’ceaclﬁings about Priva’ce morali’cﬂ were remote from new questions about
social sin. Notjust the world that his Predcccssor had lived in was gone; the church that Fius X” had

ShCP}WCF&Cd was gOﬂC as WC”...

Konca”i was obviouslg egicient, but few remember him for that. [e was clear]3 inte”igen‘g but seldomis
he remembered for that. [1e was undoubtcdlg Politica”g astute, but only rarclg is he remembered for
that. Wha’c Angelo Ronca”i, what FOPC John XX]”, is rea“y remembered foris making the Political, the
sc%olarlg, the egicient, the clerical, and the PaPal, human. Goc”ike, even. V\/hat stands as his monument
is arare example of a moment in church when the church was open to the world and conscious of its
limitations. \What stands as his monument is the indictment of ageism 139 an old man who turned a system
uPside down to make it new again. What stands as his monument is a bureaucrat’s distain for the

bureaucratic. |n John XX”] humanitg is faced with the need to be human...

ann Clﬁittistcr in“A Fassion for Lhce: Fragments of the f:ace of GOd,”
Marykno”, Orbis Books, i 996)

Tl’lc Couragc to Con{:cssz Excerpts froma Dranct of “Tl’lc Darmstadt Dcclaration” of i 947

“We went astray when we began to dream the dream of a special German mission, as if the GCrman way
could cure the world. Thus we Prcpared the way for an unlimited use of Politica] power and P!accd our
nation upon the throne of (God. |t was disastrous when we began to build our state intema”y on a strong
government and externa”g, 50]613 on the deve]opment of militarg power. In doing this we denied our
ca”ing to Participate in the common tasks of the nations through the gi{:ts with which we... had been

CﬂdOWCd.‘.
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~We went astrag when we felt comPe”ec{ to build a front of the goocl PCOPIC against the evil ones, a front
of !iglﬂt against darkness, of thejust against the urﬁ'ust in the Politicai life and with Political means. E)g
doing this we adulterated the free giFt of the grace of (God to all t}wroug}w a Po]itical, social, and

ideologica! Po]arization which left the world to its own selmcjusthcication.

“We went astray when we overlooked the fact that the economic materialism of the Marxist doctrine

should have reminded the Church of her mandate and of the Promise to the faith commum’tg for the life
and co-existence of PcoPle in this world. We failed to make it a concern of (the Church) to take up the
cause of the poor and those c;eprivcd of their riglﬂts accorc{ing to the gospcl of GGod'’s coming kingclom.

~BH recognizing, and comcessing ’chis, we know that as the Church oFJcsus Christ we have been
acquittcd to new and better service for the g]org of (God and the eternal salvation and wen—bcing on all
PeoPIc on earth. V\/hat our nation needs, and within it esPeciang we ChristiansJ is... a turning toward the
neighbor in the power of the death and resurrection oxCJesus Christ.

“We Prochscd it before, and we are ProFessing it again toclag: “Through Jesus Christ we expcricncc
jogous liberation from the god]ess enslavements of this world to free and grate]cul service for his
creation.” | herefore, we Picad urgentlg: do not let clcspair overpower you because (Christis | ord.
Dismiss all faithless indifference; do not be seduced bg dreams of a better past or spccu!ations about an
imPencling war. ]nstcacl, become aware-in this freedom and in great objectivit5~oxc the resPonsibility which
all of us... bearfor the building of a better state, serving the rights, wcH:are, and the internal peace and

reconciliation of the nations.

(Trans]ation }35 Heclcla Dumbaugh, monograpm

Faul Lclﬂmanﬂ: “|s the Thcologg of Crisis a Crisis Thcologg?”

The H’leologg of crisis has followed its protest against the t]ﬂeologica] compromise of the nineteenth
century with a similar protest against the imminent ecclesiastical comPromise of the second quarter of the
twentieth ccntury. Tl’le author of the Commentary (on Romans} has become the author of a tract for
the times. Karl Bar’ch who once spoke to the world through the letter to the Romans has spoken again
through a monograplﬂ called “Thc Existencc of Theo]ogg Toc{ag.” We are confronted with a clear and
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unequivoca! statement of the tlﬁeologg of crisis with respect to a crisis which this time in no sense
Produccd it, but which must hear the same essential message. Jt could be that the thco]ogical world,
hearing the same voice a second time, will leave off bcgui]ing itself with the prospect that it has to do with
a disturbance that is [argelg temporary, and rca”y turn its attention to the full imP]ications of this
t}weology for Christian thinking and Christian living.

Thc monograph arrived in Bonn on Saturclag, Julg the Firs’c, 1933, with the ink of the Munich Printing
presses scarcelg drg upon it. Rumor had it, that the very ’cimelg and not altogethergavorable nature of
the Publication would result in its confiscation. And the mysterious summons to Professor Parth to
appear in Berlin was not calculated to clisPeI whisPerings. The one rumor seemed to support the other.
The fate of the monograph is not known to the present writer. But seeing that it did not bring about the
author’s dismissal from the chair of tlﬂcologg in the Urxiversit9 at Ponn, it may be inferred that the rumors
a’ctenc{ing its initial appearance were without foundation. Ferhaps some know]edge of its contents may
disclose the reason why aman could cl@cﬁ the claims of a totalitarian state and still remain one of its

empiogccs.

The brochure begins with a signhcicant distinction. “Shouic{ ], never’che]ess,” writes Bar’ch, “venture to
utter the ‘word for the situation’ which is cxpected of me, dear t]‘xeological friends of mine near and far, it
can rea”g consist cssentia”g onlg in this qucstion: whetherit would not be far better for the (Church and
for all of us, hcjust now we actua”g did not sPeak ‘to the situation’ but rather now above all, each of us
within the confines of his ca”ing, spoke ‘to the essential matter’, resp. would consider and elaborate the
Prcsuppositions which are rcquisitc for speaking to ‘the essential matter’, clag bg day....? To speak ‘to
the situation’ or ‘to the essential matter’! To sPeak to both at once—to the former withoutjeoparc{izing
the lat’cer; to the latter so that it may egectivelg determine the former! Who does not recognize in this
juxtaposition the Percrmial task and the Pcrcrmial Pcrplexitg of the Cl’xristian tlﬁeoiogian wor‘chg of the
name? But if with this query, Bar’ch has embarrassed the ambassador of Christ, he has also emboldened
him. On the one hand, he will not let the Church either evade or postpone the recognition that in the
quanclarg between the word ‘to the situation’ and the word ‘to the essential matter its very existence is at
stake. On the otherhand, he is very sure that unless the word “o the situation’ is determined so]elg ]33
the word ‘“to the essential matter’, yes, is identical with it the existence of the Church, resp. theo]ogg, is
doomed. “That which cannot now under any circumstances be allowed to haPPCn is tl‘wis, that in the zeal
for whatever we may regard as a goocl thing, we lose our thcologica! existence. Our theo]ogical existence
is our existence in the (Church and to be sure as the ordained Preachers and teachers of the Church...

Tl’lis our thcological existence... can be lost to us todag...”
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(Excerpt from | ehmann’s essay that aPPeared in the “Thcologicai Magazine of the Evangeiical Sgno& of North America,”
\/o!ume 62, Number I, Januarg, 1954 Kar| Bar’ch wrote the momentous first number of “The Existence of Theo!ogg
Today,” also known as T heologjcal [~ xistence T oday,” June 24-25, 1933. [tis this pamphlet to which FPaul | ehmannis
re]cerring [above]. |nit, Barth described the teacl’lings of the German Christian Movement, bending tl’xeo|ogy to meet the
exPectations of the state, as “heresg.” The PamPHet was banned }33 the state on Ju[g 28,1 9§+‘>

Social Justicc and Feace:

Socialjustice and peace are Siamese twins: neglect one and you endanger the other. | hereis no
peace withou’cjustice) nojustice without peace. [tis estimated that 149 million Peop]e have died in war
since the first century. Of these, 100 million were killed in the ccnturgjust Passeci, and in the 1990s,
ninetg percent of the victims were civilians. Clearlﬂ, peace demands serious disarmament overseen by
international insPec’cion. | etusnot Forget that nuclear weapons are clcsigned to commit indiscriminate
mass murder. Hic{ing this rcalitg behind innocuous terms like “nuclear capabi]itg” or “nuclear option”
hides nothing. Rcagan was right: nuclear weapons should never be used. But deterrence demands a

wi”ingness to use them; the onb question being the number needed...

chcra! years ago, Herber’c York, founded of the famous Livermore nuclear labs in Ca]i?omia, returned
there for a visit. Thousanc‘s of workers gatherecl to hear their aged icon. e asked: “How many nuclear
weapons would it take to deter a nation rational cnouglﬂ to be deterred? Wou!d it take ten or one? ] tell

you the answer is nearer to one.”

More recentlg another agecl icon,... arms negotiator Fau] Nitze, wrote in the New Yor‘( Times, “I find no
comPC”ing reason whg we should not unilatcra“g get rid of our nuclear weaPons.” ]n saying 50 l’lejoins
former Strategic Air Command’s Gencral Lee But]er—xcor twenty seven years steeped in nuclear
targets, weapons, and de]ivery sgstems—-f:ormer supreme commander of NA T O forces (General
Goodpastcr, and sixt9~t}1ree other gcncrals and admirals from seventeen countries, all of whom have
called for the abolition of all nuclear weapons under strict rules of inspection on the grounds that thcg

are i”ega] and immoral, costly to maintain, and add nothing to national security.

]s it utterlg absurd to think war might somcdag be buried in historg a(ongsic{e slaverg, coionia!ism, and
aPartl—\eid? T hat more than three billion People will not have to live as theg do todagj on less that two
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dollars a clag? Tl’}at we might yet save the transcendent majestﬂ and bcauty of C]od’s creation” ] dor’t
know. Put | do know the go”owing:

-that 01119 those who attempt the absurd achieve the imPossible.

~that (God, in | uther's words, “can carve the rotten wood and ride the lame horse.”

-that (Chesterton was riglﬁtz “Clﬁristianitg has not been tried and found wanting; it has been
tried and found difficult.”

-and that [” aster demands not sgmpathy for the crucified Christ but ]oyal’cy to the risen
Christ. T he Proo1C of [T asterisnota ro”ecLawag stone, but carriecLawag (Christians.

So, rise up, O People of (od!

(William 5|oanc Coquin} “Civic RcsPonsibility in the New Millennium: An Address to Chr[’stians,” in “Fc”owsl‘nip,”
November/December, 2000)

Slg}’lt

We must find an alternative to violence. The ege~1cor~an~ege Pl"li]OSOPI’]y leaves evergbodg blind.

(Mar‘tirx Lutlﬁer King, Jr., 1929-1 969)

-+

You are invited to refer to the Comcessing (Christ website at the go”owing address:
http://comcessing;ckrist.net

ConF@ssing Christ materials are being Prepar@d at the Mission [Jouse Center, Lakelancl Co”ege.

T hose no longcr wishing to receive materials or those with address changes should contact Colleen

Darling, Lakeland Co”cge, FO Box 359, SECEOHgan, \/\/] 5%082-0%59 by e-mail
darlingca@lakeland.cdu or blj ca”ing 920-565-1538.

“For no one can Iay foundation other than the one that has been laid: that foundation is Jcsus Christ.?

(1 Cor.3:11,NRSV)



http://confessingchrist.net/
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