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FRAYERS AND OTHER RESOURCESTFORFENTECOST/TRINITY SEASONS, 2012
(2)

A Frayer of Simon Patrick (1626-1707) [adaPt.]

Almigl’ltg and most merciful (God, in whom we live and move and have our being, to whose tender comPassion we owe all
the comforts of this present hge, and the hopes of that which is to come: We Praise You and offer You our thanks. You
are our exceedingjog... We ask You that Jesus our| ord may be formed in us, in all humilitg, meckness, Patience... and
that we might surrender our souls and bodies to Your 1'10!3 will. Leavc us not, forsake us not, but conduct us safe
tlﬁrouglﬂ all changes of our condition here in an unclﬂangcab]c love towards You and in }1013 tranquility of mind in Your

love for us, until we come to dwell with You, r&joicing in You forever.

(Simon Patrick, im’tia”y a Fresbljterian minister, became a bishop of the
Anglican Cl‘)urc)‘w in E_nglanc!‘ His writings included biblical commentaries
on books of the OH Testament, which were widelg consulted for at least

150 years. Hc was among the founders of the Schcty for Fromoting
Cl’xristian Knowlcc{gc,)

A Fragcr?rom the Gclasfan Sacramcntarg (AD ‘1"02.)

O (God, forasmuch as our strengt)’r is in You, mcrciFu”g grant that Your Ho|9 5Pfrit may in all things direct and rule our
l’;ear‘ts, tl’rrougl‘n Jesus Christ our Lorcl‘

A Fragcr of Kobert Louis 5tevenson (i 850-~1 89‘1’) [adapt‘]

We ask You, | ord, to look upon us with favor, folk of many familics and nations gatl‘ucrec’ under one roof, weak men and
women subsisting under the covert of Your Patience‘ Pe Patient still; suffer us yeta while Ionger — with our broken
purposes oFgood, with ouridle endeavors against evil, suffer us a while Ionger to endure and (if it may be) help us to do
better. Pless to us our extraorc{inarg mercies; if the clag come when these must be taken, brace us that we migl'lt live
under our affliction. Be with our friends. Bc with ourselves. (o with each of us to rest. |f any awakc, temper to them
the dark hours of watc!’;ing and when the dag returns, return to us, our sun and com]corter, and call us up with mornfng
faces and with morning hearts — cager to labor -~ cager to be happy, if happiness shall be our Portion — and if the c{ay be

marked for sorrow, strong to endure it.



A Frager of Christina Rossetti (183%0-1894)

O | _ord, with whom is the foundation of !hce, give us a”, we pray, grace and goocl will to follow the leadings of Your f“lolg
Spirit. | et the dew of Yourgrace descend and abide with us, rcfrcslﬂing that which droops, reviving that which is rcadg
to Pcrish; until the dag when all Your faithful Pcople shall drink of the river of Your P|easure who, in You, are befriended.

A Frayer oFJeremg Taglor (1 6131 667)

Guide me, O [ ord, in all the changes and varieties of the worlc], thatin all things that shall haPPen, | may have an
evenness and tranquility of sPirit; that my soul may be who”y resigned to Your divine will and Plcasurc, not murmuring at

Your gentle chastisements and Ioving correction.

(Jeremg Ta\zﬂor was a bishoP of the Church of Englancl, a theologian and
composer of spiritual writings, including his famous “Rule and [ xercises
of rﬂoly Living” (1650) and “Rule and [ xercises of }ﬂoly ijixwg” (1651),
which have been described as “among the most noted and worthy

devotional books in the Englisl‘n |anguagc.” History has described Jcrcmg
Taylor as “the Chrgsostom of England.”)

A Frayer of St Theresa of Avila (1515-158%)

Govern all bg Yourwisdom, O | ord, so that my soul may alwags be serving You as You will and not as | may choose.
Do not Punish me, | pray, }33 granting that which | wish or ask, if it offend Your love, which would alwags liveinme. | etme
die to mgscw so that | may serve You. | etme live to You who, in Yourself, are the true life.

A New HouschoH:

“The reign of God” was Prcachec{ bg Jesus, revea]ing “the order of a new household,
anew c]we”ing Place where the Samaritan woman, the tax co”ector, and the IePcr
are equa”3 at home.”
(Cat!’rerine Mowr3 LaCugna in “(God [For (s:
The Trinitg and Christian |_ife?)



Silent Witnesses:

“We have been silent witnesses of evil c}eec]s; we have been drenched bg many storms; we have learnt the arts of
cquivocation and pretense; cxperience has made us suspicious of others and kept us from being truthful and open;

intolerable conflicts have worn us down and even made us C\ljﬂical‘ Are we still of any use?”’

(Dictrich Bonhocgcr, 1906-1 945)

thre Are Our Traditions’?

Where are our traditions? | hat question was Posec] to the (United Church of Christin the | utheran-Reformed
(onversation and the answer was a factor in the final inclusion of the UCC in the 1997 full communion agreement
among, the four Participating Churches. UCC rePresentatives were asked to write their answer down and it aPPeared
in the sPccial “Note” in “A Common Ca”ing” (77—80). As “corPora’cc texts” are critical in ecumenical matters, csPcciang
so when ic{enthcying traditions short of binding confessions, tlﬁeg were listed in that note. They include “official texts”
such as the UCC “«(onstitution and Bg—Laws,” the “Pasis of (nion,” the UCC «Statement of [Taith,” “Pook of
Worsl‘nip,” the “Manual on Ministry,” UCC l—xgmnals, UCC confirmation material, “tl‘neo]ogical lore clcveloping tl‘wrougl‘n
actions taken at (General Sfjnoc{,” the 1 987 “Statement on Mission,” and “Unogicial T exts” manifold in nature,
inc|uding actions as well as writings. Along the way, mention was made also of the Churc!‘w and Ministrg committees as
gateways to Pastoral ministry. T wo distillations of core ic{entitfj have, in my exPerience as a UCC rePresentative in
various ecumenical encounters, been crucial: the “Preamble” to the UCC (Constitution because it deals Primarilg with
“theological method” and the UCC «Statement of [Faith” in its various versions, since it deals with theological content.
T hese have been important in kecping the Unftecl Church of Christ - often dismissed bg its critics as “thcological
adventurist,” or our giving reasons for the same bg the temptation of trendiness — within the largcr community of the

Churd’w universal. May theg continue to be so.

(Gabriel Fackre, June, 201 1)

E_Iﬁa)’r and the Cave:

]:Iecing c]eePer and clceper into the wilderness, E_lualﬁ finds a cave to hold up in. Feering out of his womb-like cave, he
observes a storm. Put (God is not in the hurricane wind, not in the carthquakc, not in the fire. T he eye of the storm is
Gods eye. T he stillness and silence at the center of the storm is the voice that (God speaks tl’n’ougl’m: the still, small
voice you have to strain to hear over the sound and Fury of the outside world... |n the midst of the whirlwind of (God’s

absence, Gocl comes. ]n Dostoyevski’s “Brotlﬁers Karamazov,” it is at the very moment Algosha feels abandoned bg
Gocl that he suddenlg finds the world aflame with the presence of Goc{‘

(David Chevrier, 19%8-2012)



Luther:

When | uther became a Priest and celebrated his first Mass, in 1 507, he trembled so much he nearly dropped the bread
and cup. [1e became so terrified of the presence of Christ in the sacrament that he tried to run from the altar...

| utherraised so much hostilitg that it was rumored — and taken seriou513 for a time bg some resPected intellectuals of the
ciag — that he was the Proc]uct of a bathhouse liaison between his mother and the Dcvi|. At the Diet of Worms, he was

condemned as a “demon in the appearance of aman.”

| uther almost died at age 19. On his way home from schooL a dagger Picrcec[ his lcg, cutting an artery. Only because
he was with a friend, who fetched a doctor, was his life saved. Lﬂing at the edge of the road until the doctor came, he
cried to the mother oFJcsus, “O, Marg, hclpl” His Wittcnbcrg friends later criticized him for aPPeaIing to Mar9 instead
of Jesus.

In 1520 and 1 521, Luther was the rage in Germang. Fosters of Luther (single~sheet wooc{cuts) sold out as soon as
tl‘ncy went on sale, and many were Pinned up in Pubhc Placcs‘ By the end of his life, Martin Luthcr wrote 60,000 pages,
yet he HoPcc{ that “all my books would clisaPPear and the Ho|9 SCriPturcs alone be read.”

(Herbert K. Jacobscn in “C}‘nurch History,” X], No. 2)

Nuclcar WeaPons:

The threatened nuclear annihilation of whole Populations in the name of national securitg is an evil we can no |onger
accept At stake is whether we trust in Gocl or the bomb. Wc can no Ionger confess Jesus as Lorc{ and depcnd on
nuclear weapons to save us. Conversion in our c{ay must include tuming away from nuclear weapons as we turn to Jesus
Cl’nrist. The builc!fng and threatened use of nuclear weapons is a sin against (God, God's creatures, and (God's
creation. | here is no thcologg or doctrine in the traditions of the church that could cverjusthcy nuclear war. Whether

one bcgins with Pachcism or with thejust war doctrine, nuclear weapons are mora”g unacccptable‘

(“New Abolitionist (ovenant,” 1981)

+

Christcndom:

So~ca”cc{ (Christendom - and | mean Prcciselg the Iargc, mainline, established churches as well - kccps its ears, eyes,
and mouth c|osec1, composes brilliant memoranda and Position papers, Puts experts to work. Ancl 5ct the Worcl that
Gocl gave to human beings tl’;rougl’x Jesus of Nazareth, the Word thatjuclges and redeems and liberates us, is muffled

into silence... | he “Christian world” has found ingenious ways to get }33 with compromises — as if it were Possiblc to
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serve the two lords, (God and Mammon, at the same time. Put this is as meossible tod33 as itwas in Jesus’ time. On
the issue of peace,... and Prccise|3 here, we cannot PossiHQ serve two masters; and yet we have been trying to do so
since the fourth century, when Cl’lristianitg was introduced to the whole Roman E_mpire as state religionm what else is

discip|eship and service to our | ord, if serving peace among human beings and among nations is not?

(Martin Niemoeller, “Bringing the Peatitudes
Down to [ arth,” a sermon, January 25,1980)

Nevcr/A\gain Warl

Never again war! No, never again war, which destrogs the lives of innocent People, teaches how to kill, throws into
upl‘ncaval even the lives of those who do the lci”ing and leaves behind a trail of resentment and hatred, thus making it all
the more difficult to find ajust solution of the very Prob|ems which Provoi(ecl the war.”

(Fope John FPaul ], 1991)

«|f ] Migl’xt Onlym”

If] mig}’l’c on|9 love my (God and diel

But now [e bids me love [Him and live on,
Now when the bloom of all my life is gone,
The P|easant half of life has quitc gone bg‘

Mg tree of hopc is loppccl that sPreac{ 50 l’n’gl’;;
And | ?orget how summerglowed and shone,
While autumn griPs me with its {:ingers wan,
And frets me with its fitful winc{}j siglﬁ.

W!’;en autumn passes then must winter numb}

And winter may not pass a weary while,

But when it passes sPring shall flower again;

And in that spring who wecpctlﬁ now shall smile,

Yes, tlﬁeg shall wax who now are on the wane,

Yea, thcg shall sing forlove when Christ shall come.
(Christina Rossetti, 18%0-1894)
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“The Heart Should [Have | _ife”

Jtis asad thing that so many of us... Preaclﬁ our hearers asleeP; but it is sadder still if we have studied and Preached
ourselves asleep, and have talked so |ong against hardness of heart, till our own (hcarts) grow hardened under the noise
of our own rcproo)cs. Though the head orx|3 have eyes, and ears, and sma”, and taste, the heart should have |hce, and

Feeling, and motion, as well as the head.

Richard Paxter (1615-1691)

“Litt|c Frcsents”

Mg mother... loved giving little presents. I~ ven if we didn't have very much, she said that any person who comes to a

house must always be given something, even if it's only a little pinol or, at meal-times, a tortilla with salt, or whatever there
Y g & Y p

is. ”You must alwags know how to givc“ my mama would say... Sl'lc alwags made us have some hot water on the fire so

there would alwags be something for anyone who came to the house, even if it was ox113 a little atoll...

(ngober‘ta Menchu)

“] Never Close My Door”

I trg not to hunt around to find things to do. ] do not hunt around to find PeoPle to help f)ut l never close my door,
never refuse to hclp somcbody who asks for sometl‘ning. Thisis my kind of rcligion, When tl’xings l‘)aPPen, not ’cl’lings that
I Plan, but things sent by Goc{ or 133 chance; when Peop|e come to my cloor, ] feel resPonsible.

(Magcla Trocmc)

Strcngthcn Qur [aint [Hearts

Strcngthcn our faint hearts, make steadg our trembhng hancls,

tougl’;en our weak knees to stand in the traditions of the aPostlcs and martgrs.
ch, givc us a backbone and a heart, O Lorc!y

that we might become contemptuous of the idolatries

that clailg entice us. (FRT)

e+

You are invited to refer to the Comcessing Christ website at the Fo“owing address: l’lttp://comcessingc!nrist.net
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ConFessing (Christ materials are being Preparecl at the Mission [Jouse Center, | akeland Co”ege. Those no longer
wislﬁing to receive materials or those with address changes should contact Co”cen Darling, | akeland Co”ege, FO Box
359, Sheboygan, W| 53082-0359 by e-mail dadingca@lakeland.edu or by calling 920-565-1535.

“For no one can laH foundation other than the one that has been laid: that foundation is Jesus Chﬁst,”

(1 Cor.%:11,NRSV)
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